Lesson Plan Template – ED 3501 Curriculum Overview Lesson

	Lesson Title/Focus
	Grade 4, English Language Arts: 

Selecting visuals

GLO 2 (Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to comprehend and respond personally and critically to oral, print and other media texts).

2.3 Understand forms and genres

2.4 Create Original Text

SLO: Understand forms and genres (2.3)

Elaborate on the expression of ideas (2.4)

Time: 90 minutes
	Teacher
	Ms. Alisha Sims

Nov. 19, 20123


	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

	Students will:

1. Identify various ways that information can be recorded and presented visually, particularly with the use of photographs.

2. Select visuals that enhance meaning of oral, print and other media texts

	ASSESSMENTS

	Observations:
	· Observations will be done throughout the lesson during the class discussion, as the students formulate their questions, during the question-and-answer portion of the speaker’s visit.

	Key Questions:
	· Can students identify various ways that information can be recorded and presented visually?

· Can students select visuals, print and/or other media to add interest and to engage the audience?

	Products/Performances:
	· Students’ participation in the class discussion and with the professional photographer.

· Students’ selections of photos and reasons for their selections during the photo-editor portion of the lesson.

	LEARNING RESOURCES CONSULTED
	MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT

	· Alberta Education English Language Arts Program of Study

· Newseum: Today’s front pages www.newseum.org
· Reuters: FAQ What makes a good news photograph?


	· Computer with Internet connect

· SMARTBoard

· Teacher-created PowerPoint presentation of news photos

· Whiteboard markers

· Looseleaf paper x26

· Students’ pens/pencils

· Guest speaker, Ian Martens, Lethbridge Herald

	PROCEDURE

	Introduction
	Time

	Attention Grabber
	Teacher will ask students to come to the front of the room. Teacher will hold up a copy of today’s daily newspaper and ask students to identify the largest element on the page (the photo)


	1 minute

	Assessment of Prior Knowledge
	“Why do you think the photo takes up the most amount of space on the newspaper’s front page?” (attracts attention, and so more likely to purchase) “The front-page photo is the most important photo in the entire newspaper. Why do you think that is?”

“Would you buy today’s paper based on the photo? Why or why not?”

Teacher will lead a class discussion about the purpose of a photograph. 

“A good news picture will tell a story without words.” 


	2 minutes

	Expectations for Learning and Behavior
	When students choose the photos that best suit the headline, they will raise one finger for Photo 1 and two fingers for Photo 2.

“When you have a guest speaker, how do you want to be remembered?” During the guest speaker’s presentation, students should listen attentively and ask questions when called after raising their hands.


	1 minute

	Advance Organizer/Agenda
	1. Newseum six front pages from around Canada. 

2. Pick a photo

3. Prep for photographer’s visit

4. Photographer visit

5. Review
	

	Transition to Body
	“You saw the front page of one newspaper. Let’s look at other newspapers from around Canada and see what their front pages looked like today. I want you to keep in mind whether they photos catch your eye and would make you stop and read that paper.”


	1 minute

	Body
	Time

	Learning Activity #1
	Teacher will display on the SMARTBoard the five front pages from Canada one at a time, and students will discuss the contents. 

What are the elements of a great picture?

• It will be of interest to most people who look at it. So, it should catch your eye. 

• It may be of an event in the news: A train crash or happy fans the moment the game is won. 

• It may not be an event from the news. It could be an out-of-the-ordinary event in an otherwise ordinary day: A fox running down a city street. The 

• Some photos accompany stories. How does a photo enhance a story?

• When you make posters or are asked to draw a picture, are you enhancing a story or your work? How?  

“If there are 26 posters out in the hallway, what will you have on yours that makes me stop and look at it? It’s something to think about when you create artwork to accompany an assignment. 

“You recently drew a scene from the book you’re reading in a novel study. I saw some great examples of creativity. This is another example of choosing a visual that adds interest to your work and engages an audience.”
	15 minutes

	Assessments/ Differentiation:
	
	

	Learning Activity #2
	“How do you think the front-page photograph is chosen?” A group of editors meet and look at all of the photos that were taken that day. They decide what one looks the strongest. What do you think I mean when I say strongest?” (Just like some stories are better than others, some photos are better than others. Again, what is going to catch people’s eye and make them stop and read the paper?)

“Now, it’s your turn to be front-page editors. I’m going to show you slides with a headline and two photos. I want you to pick the photo you think makes the most sense. If you think it’s photo 1 on the left, put up one finger; for photo 2, put up 2 fingers and we’ll see how the class votes.”

The teacher will display the six PowerPoint slides with the headlines and photo that progress from obvious choices to more difficult “either/or” photos. Discussion to follow the more difficult choices.
	15 minutes

	Assessments/ Differentiation
	
	

	Learning Activity #3
	“Later this morning, a photographer from the Lethbridge Herald, Ian Martens, is going to come in and tell us what he does in a day and how he chooses photos that engage the audience. He’s going to share some of his favourite photos with us and talk about the things he thinks about when he’s asked to take a photo for the newspaper.

“You don’t get to talk to a professional photographer every day so I’d like you to take the time to write some questions that you’d like to ask Mr. Martens about his photography work. Can we think of some now?” (How did you get started? How many photos do you take in a day? Are they all assigned? What area do you cover? What’s your favourite photo?) Teacher will record the questions on the whiteboard for student reference.

Students will return to their seats and write the questions that they would like to as Mr. Martens.

Mr. Martens’ ETA: 9:30 a.m.

Sponge activity: Newspaper word search
	45 minutes (includes 30 minutes for guest speaker’s presentation… which ran 45 minutes due to indoor recess and students’ questions)

	Assessments/ Differentiation
	Students that have difficulty coming up with their own questions may copy the ones from the board. 

Students with IPPs concerning writing may write only their own original question.
	

	Closure
	Time

	Assessment for Learning:
	Can photos be used to record and convey information? If you are asked to find photos to add to a poster or draw a picture you’re your novel study, what are some things you’d keep in mind? (Elements of a great photo or artwork)


	3 minutes

	Feedback From Students:
	What was the most interesting thing that you learned from Mr. Martens? Was there anything about his job that surprised you?


	2 minutes

	Feedback To Students
	Respectful during speaker’s visit? During class discussion?
	2 minutes

	Transition To Next Lesson
	Clean up work space and line up for recess.
	3 minutes

	Reflections

	What went well?  What changes would you make in your planning?  What have you learned to improve upon future instruction?
	Positives: Guest speakers provide a nice change of pace. Students learn from an expert and I found they were far more engaged than if I stood and talked for 45 minutes. Even some of the students who typically don’t participate during classroom discussion were full of questions!

The word search provided students with a way to keep busy while waiting for the speaker to arrive. It didn’t give behaviour a chance to get out of hand.

Before the guest speaker’s arrival, I used a technique I picked up in ED2500: Ask how the students want to be remembered. I find when they come up with the ideas that it gives them ownership. They already know how to behave but when they hear themselves review ways to be respectful listeners, I think it has more impact than hearing me say it. It also makes the behaviour their idea, not mine. 

It was really interesting to see what photos the students picked. I saw a gender split (boys picked snowplow vs. woman shoveling… and I thought the snowplow was boring).

Changes: I could have used the whiteboard to reinforce the main points. Not only would it benefit visual learners because we orally talked about the points, but it would be there for reference during the pick-the-photo activity.

While the word search filled the few minutes while Mr. Martens set up his equipment, I had to walk around the room and ask students to close their books after he started speaking, because many continued to look at the word search. Next time, I’d ask them to put their Duotangs AND pencils under their chairs & keep their question sheets on tables.
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