Lesson Plan Template – ED 3501 Curriculum Overview Lesson

	Lesson Title/Focus
	Grade 4, English Language Arts: 

Onomatopoeia and Alliteration in Comic Strips

ELA:

GLO 2 (Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to comprehend and respond personally and critically to oral, print and other media texts)

GLO 3 (Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to manage ideas and information)

2.2 Respond to Texts

2.3 Understand Forms, Elements and Techniques

2.4 Create Original Texts

3.4 Share and Review

SLOs: Experiment with language and forms

Experience various texts (2.2)

Appreciate the artistry of texts (2.2)

Understand Forms and Genres (2.3)

Elaborate on the expression of ideas (2.4)

Share ideas and information (3.4)

ICT Outcomes, Division 2:

C.1 Students will access, use and communicate information from a variety of technologies.

F.3 Students will demonstrate a moral and ethical approach to the use of technology.

Time: 120 minutes
	Teacher
	Ms. Alisha Sims

Nov. 22, 2013


	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

	Students will:

1. Experience oral, print and other media texts from a variety of cultural traditions and genres, such as comic strips. (2.2)

2. Explain how onomatopoeia and alliteration are used to create mental images. (2.2)

3. Explain how language and visuals work together to communicate meaning and enhance effect. (2.2)

4. Identify various ways that information can be recorded and presented visually. (2.3)

5. Select and use visuals that enhance meaning of oral, print and other media texts (2.4)

6. Select visuals, print and/or other media to add interest and to engage the audience. (3.4)

7. Students will access and retrieve appropriate information from the Internet by using a specific search path or from given uniform resource locations (URLs) (C.1.2.1)

8. Students will use appropriate communication language and etiquette. (F.3.2.3)



	ASSESSMENTS

	Observations:
	· Observations will be done throughout the class as students participate in a class discussion, during the creation of their comic strips and the gallery walk of completed comic strips.

	Key Questions:
	· Can students identify comic strips as a form of story telling?

· Can students define alliteration and onomatopoeia?

· Can students incorporate alliteration and onomatopoeia in their writing?
· Can students explain how language and visuals in their comic strips, work together to communicate meaning and enhance effect?

· Can students explain how voice bubbles of different shapes communicate meaning and enhance effect?

· Can students access and retrieve the URL located in their shared folder?

· Do students use appropriate communication language and etiquette in their computer-created comics?



	Products/Performances:
	· Students’ completed comic strips that include one example of alliteration in the title and at least one example of onomatopoeia in their strips. 

	LEARNING RESOURCES CONSULTED
	MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT

	· Alberta Education English Language Arts Program of Study

· Alberta Education ICT Program of Study
· Learn Alberta: Communicating Ideas using Comics

http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/elci/index.html 

· “Teaching Early Reader Comics and Graphic Novels” by Katie Monnin

· “Boys of Steel: The Creators of Superman” by Marc Tyler Nobleman
	· Whiteboard/marker
· SMARTBoard
· Students’ newspaper duotangs

· Laptops with Internet connection

	PROCEDURE

	Introduction
	Time

	Attention Grabber
	Teacher will ask students to gather at the front of the room.

Teacher will ask students, “Does anyone know what the S on Superman’s chest stands for?” (Superman)

“I thought so, too, but it turns out that I had no idea.”


	2 minutes

	Assessment of Prior Knowledge
	During the pre-comic-creation class discussion, the teacher will review the definition of onomatopoeia and examples of onomatopoetic words from the previous lesson. (Words that sound like the objects they name or the sounds they make) Teacher will also review the definition of alliteration and examples.  (When a lot of words in a sentence start with the same sound.) Check: Same letter? Same sound? Phil phoned France for an update on the football game. Erin cooked cupcakes in the kitchen.

	

	Expectations for Learning and Behavior
	Students will attentively listen during the reading of “Boys of Steel: The Creators of Superman” 

Comics will be of a non-violent nature and they shouldn’t be hurtful toward another person.

During comic creation, noise level will be at a quiet level. Respect others working around you.  

Comics will include at least one instance of onomatopoeia in the strip and one example of alliteration in the title.

Have 10 minutes to create a comic. Then we will do a gallery walk and look at everybody’s comics. (Review how to do a gallery walk. Don’t pick up laptops, don’t change someone else’s work. Make positive comments.)

Then, we’ll create more comic strips if time allows.

Check for understanding

	

	Advance Organizer/Agenda
	1. Boys of Steel

2. Class discussion re: great comic strip elements

3. Laptop collection

4. Create comics

5. Gallery walk


	

	Transition to Body
	Students will collect their laptops and return to their seats, log into their accounts and begin creating their comics using the link that is in their grade’s folder.


	5 minutes

	Body
	Time

	Learning Activity #1
	Teacher will read “Boys of Steel: The Creators of Superman” until … “They decided on an ‘S.’ For ‘super.’ And for ‘Siegel’ and ‘Shuster,’” Jerry said.

While the teacher is reading, she will point out the different talking bubbles. 

“Now, when you see Superman, you’ll remember the two boys who created him.”

“Today, you will create your own comic strips on the laptops.”

“Before we begin, let’s talk about what we know about what makes for a great comic.”

Teacher will show students on the SMARTBoard the intro to the Comicbooks section of the Communicating Ideas website.

Teacher will lead a brainstorming session with students to talk about how, like a book, a comic strip tells a story and has a title, characters or props, a setting/background, voice bubbles and “sound bursts that use words to convey a sense of sound. What do we call words that sound like the objects they name or the sounds they make?”

Teacher will review the definition of onomatopoeia and examples of onomatopoetic words from the previous lesson. (Words that sound like the objects they name or the sounds they make) Teacher will write student examples on the whiteboard.

Teacher will review the definition of alliteration (when two or more nearby words have the same beginning sound) and write students’ examples on the whiteboard. Examples: Hunky Hunter, Wacky Walpers, Cool Cole. 

“Why are voice bubbles in different shapes?” (So the reader knows whether the character is imagining or sharing his thoughts out loud.)

Check for understanding of elements and requirements for comic (one example of alliteration in the title and at least an example of onomatopoeia in the comic strip)
	40 minutes

	Assessments/ Differentiation:
	
	

	Learning Activity #2
	Students will create their own comics on the Communicating Ideas website. Teacher will set 15-minute timer on phone.
	15 minutes

	Assessments/ Differentiation
	
	

	Learning Activity #3
	Teacher will review Students will participate in a gallery walk to look at their classmates’ comics. Each table will move clockwise when instructed by the teacher.
	10 minutes

	Assessments/ Differentiation
	
	

	Closure
	Time

	Assessment for Learning:
	Teacher will examine students’ comics for examples of alliteration and onomatopoeia.

After the gallery walk, the teacher will lead a class discussion.

Questions for discussion include: 

• How does onomatopoeia work in a comic strip? 

• What does it add to the story?

• How would the comic strip be different without using onomatopoeia?

Students clicked on the Communicating Ideas URL in their shared folder.

Students used appropriate communication language and etiquette in their computer-created comics.


	

	Feedback From Students:
	Does creating a comic strip give a better idea of how to use onomatopoeia and alliteration? Does it help show you how it adds life to your writing?


	1 minute

	Feedback To Students
	Teacher will note creativity in plot and use of onomatopoeia and alliteration.

Teacher will note students found the URL in their shared folder without difficulty, and used language and situations in their comics that was appropriate and was not hurtful toward others.


	1 minute

	Transition To Next Lesson
	Return laptops to the cart in an orderly manner, clean up work space, and prepare for the long weekend (due to parent-teacher interviews).
	5 minutes

	Reflections

	What went well?  What changes would you make in your planning?  What have you learned to improve upon future instruction?
	Positives: I stretched this lesson across the whole morning. A reading of “The Boys of Steel” and discussion of speech bubbles lasted 30 minutes, after which the students left for a bus safety presentation and then recess.

After recess, we reviewed alliteration and onomatopoeia. We reviewed how the visual shape of the speech bubble works together with language to communicate meaning and enhance effect. We discussed the guidelines for the comics (one example of alliteration and onomatopoeia, and no offensive language or hurtful scenes).

Then, with 45 minutes remaining, students created their comics on their laptops and did a gallery walk to check out their classmates’ work. The time remaining gave students a chance to finish their first comic and those who’d finished a chance to create their second — while incorporating ideas they saw in others’ comics.

Changes: I am very pleased with the way this lesson progressed. Of course, technology does pose an issue for students who can’t find the link in their shared folder, or their laptops would unexpectedly time out or run a software update.

I wish I’d joined along in the gallery walk and checked out the students’ work. I was busy monitoring the gallery walk and didn’t look at everyone’s comics, just a few. It would have served as a great formative assessment tool.
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